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Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1893. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Local  Board 
of  Smallthorne. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1893,  of  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Urban  District  of  Smallthorne,  including  the 
mortality  statistics. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  very  remarkable  one,  as  during  the 
past  six  months  ending  June  there  was  very  little  sickness,  but 
since  that  period  almost  every  household  has  had  an  invalid. 

The  district  has  had  imported  into  it  three  epidemics — 
Scarlatina,  Small-pox,  and  Measles;  and  yet  with  great  exertions 
and  the  adoption  of  proper  Sanitary  measures  the  locality  has 
escaped  with  only  eleven  deaths  from  Zymotic  or  preventible 
diseases. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  212,  showing  a 
birth  rate  of  38-4  per  1000  in  the  estimated  population.  This  is 
an  increase  of  6  per  1000  above  the  usual  average  which  is  32  2. 
Of  these  births,  105  were  males,  107  females  ;  6  being  illegitimate. 
178  were  born  at  Smallthorne,  26  at  Bradley,  and  8  at  Chell 
Heath. 

The  deaths  recorded  were  93,  which  is  an  annual  rate  of 
mortality  of  1 6-8  per  1000  in  the  estimated  population,  being  2 
per  1000  higher  than  the  average  for  the  last  five  years,  it  being 
only  14  9,  but  considering  what  has  been  stated  above  the  death 
rate  may  be  considered  very  low. 
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These  deaths  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 


Zymotic  or  preventible  disease  ...  ...  11 

Parasitic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Constitutional  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Developmental  ...  ...  19 

Local  ...  ..  ..  ...  ...  42 

93 


Of  the  Zymotic  deaths  2  were  from  Scarlet  fever,  considering 
that  there  have  been  three  outbreaks  of  this  epidemic,  affecting 
about  30  children  in  Leek  Road,  Derby  Street,  Wharf  Street, 
Sparrow  Street,  Bradley  and  Chell  Heath,  and  not  one  removed 
to  an  hospital  for  isolation,  it  is  remarkable  how  well  the 
parents  have  isolated  the  children,  with  constant  visiting  and 
being  well  supplied  with  disinfectants  that  the  epidemic  has  been 
kept  under  such  control.  There  was  one  case  of  Typhoid  fever 
in  Victoria  Street,  but  no  trace  of  the  cause  could  be  discovered, 
the  drainage  of  premises  was  good,  the  water  and  milk  supply 
there  was  no  suspicion  about.  Another  case  was  imported  into 
the  district  at  Nettle  Bank.  The  young  woman  sickened  in 
Manchester,  so  was  brought  home  infected.  There  were  8  cases 
of  Diarrhoea,  6  were  in  children  under  5  years  of  age;  two  cases 
of  Thrush  in  children  under  one  year.  It  is  astonishing  how  well 
the  district  has  escaped  an  epidemic  of  Small-pox.  A  case  was 
imported  into  the  locality  by  a  man  who  had  come  from  Leek. 
The  house  was  locked  up,  a  nurse  provided,  and  only  the  man 
and  his  brother  had  the  disease.  It  was  only  by  strict  attention 
to  keep  them  well  isolated  that  the  disease  was  checked.  Exer¬ 
tions  were  made  to  get  the  men  into  the  Infectious  disease 
hospital  at  Leek,  also  at  Bucknall  without  avail.  In  my  opinion 
all  districts  in  the  Leek  Union  ought  to  be  entitled  to  have  any 
case  of  Zymotic  disease  admitted  for  isolation,  as  it  must  be  an 
institution  supported  from  the  rates,  but  this  is  a  subject  that 
ought  to  be  taken  up  energetically  by  the  representatives  on  the 
Leek  Board  of  Guardians  and  the  Sanitary  Committee,  as  the 
same  thing  might  occur  next  week. 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  several  times  made 
a  house  to  house  inspection  of  the  district,  and  from  the  append¬ 
ed  table  it  will  be  shown  that  some  good  Sanitary  improvements 
have  been  made  during  the  past  year.  This  will  also  be  evident 
to  anyone  who  knew  the  locality  before  the  alterations  were  made 
in  the  drainage,  pavement  of  yards,  and  premises  in  Sparrow 
Street,  South  Street,  Bradley,  also  the  premises  at  the  top  of 
Leek  Road  and  Derby  Street.  There  is  no  doubt  that  much 
credit  is  due  to  the  large  coal  proprietor  of  the  district  for  the 
way  he  has  repaired,  enlarged,  and  re-modelled  some  cottages  in 
Leek  Road,  also  at  Bradley,  as  when  the  work  is  completed 
the  cottages  will  be  much  improved  and  placed  in  a  good 
sanitary  condition. 

There  has  only  been  one  house  brought  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  official  for  overcrowding,  which  was  abated  without  a 
notice. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  special  mention  in  my  reports 
of  sanitary  matters  affecting  the  public  health  and  offered  sug¬ 
gestions  relative  thereto. 

Proceedings  have  been  taken  against  two  property  owners 
for  non-compliance  with  the  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
to  carry  out  repairs  at  the  old  cottages.  In  each  instance  they 
were  condemned  in  costs  and  agreed  to  execute  the  work  in  14 
days. 

The  milkshops  and  dairies  have  been  inspected  regularly, 
and  are  in  a  cleanly  sanitary  condition.  Appended  is  a  table 
showing  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department,  which  will 
compare  very  favourably  with  any  former  year  and  from  which  it 
will  be  evident  that  great  advancement  has  been  made. 

JOHN  SWIFT  WALKER,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Nuisance  Inspector's  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1893. 


SUMMARY  of  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances'  Department  during  the  year  i8gj. 


Inspections 

and 

Observations 

made. 

Formal 

Notices 

by 

Authority. 

Nuisances 

abated 

after 

Notice. 

Dwelling-houses  and 

Schools  : 

Foul  Conditions  1 

Structural  Defects  ...  ...  I 

4 

4 

4 

Overcrowding 

i 

I 

I 

Unfit  for  habitation 

— 

— 

— 

Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milk-shops 

J4 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

I  I 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

7 

— 

.... 

Slaughter-houses 

4 

,  — 

— 

Canal  Boats 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

— 

29 

29 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

I 

I 

I 

Water  Closets  ... 

7 

— 

— 

House  Drainage  : 

Defective  Traps 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

No  Disconnection  . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  faults 

1  2 

12 

1 2 

Water  supply  ... 

Good 

Good 

Pigsties  ... 

— 

— 

— • 

Animals  improperly  kept 

— 

— 

•  - 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

72 

58 

58 
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Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  .. 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  found  Adulterated 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

, ,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Nos. 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Diseases. 


Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Destroyed 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 

Schools  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  . 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  existence  of  Infectious 
Disease  ... 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or 

Things 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 


The  two  cases  of  Smallpox  : — Two  men  (Hollinshead)  con¬ 
fined  to  the  house  in  Derby  Street  for  13  weeks.  Bedding  and 
Clothes  destroyed  and  house  stoved  July  21st. 

W.  WILLATT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


